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 DPO schemes in Market

 Advantage of Simulator based Assessment

 DPO Assessment & Evaluation 



Scheme Date

established in 1972
86 training providers

established in 2012
3 training providers

Announced in 2014
0 training providers

DPOs Certification schemes

NI DPOs Offshore Training scheme 
& Certification



NI DPOs Shuttle Tanker Training Scheme 

DNV DPOs Training & Certification Scheme 



DNV DPOs Training & Certification Scheme 

Well the scheme certainly has the “faster throughput” advertised!

 You could complete the entire program from newbie to DPO in
exactly 15 days, plus a few days of self study at level 0.

 Nowhere is there a requirement for any actual sea time except if you
choose the 20 x 4hr of DP watch keeping at level 2.

 It is also handy that you can gain entry into the program using the NI
scheme as a stepping stone. This could present a way for those
stuck at the induction phase to get out of that rut & back on track to a
full (type specific) ticket.

OSVDPA - Phases
Phase Description Next phase/action

Phase 1 Induction Course: four days + a 60 question, multiple 
choice, test, 3 attempts

1) Score <80% - repeat 
Phase 1
2) Score >=80% - Phase 2

Phase 2
Familiarization: 30 days of Sea Time, 90 hours Practical 
Experience, Phase 2 Taskbook + assessment by any 
(OSVDPA or otherwise) certified DPO

Phase 2

Phase 3 Simulator Course: four days +  simulator assessment, 3 
attempts

1) Class C DPO certificate
or/and
2) Phase 4

Phase 4 Watchkeeping: 60 days of Sea Time, 180 hours 
Practical Experience, Phase 4 Taskbook

Assessment on board the 
vessel by DPO or by training 
provider  (Phase 4B or 4A )

Phase 4B Assessment if Phase 4 completed on board Unclassed
DP or DP1 vessel

Application for class B DPO 
certificate

Phase 4A Assessment if Phase 4 completed on board DP2/3 
vessel

Application for class A DPO 
certificate

Phase 5
Upgrade from Class B to Class A DPO certificate: 30 
days of Sea Time, 60 hours Practical Experience, Phase 
5 Taskbook

Application for class A DPO 
certificate



Assessment drives learning
It provides opportunity for 

participants to gauge their 
own learning

It also feeds back facilitators 
to tweak contents to meet 
learners’ needs 

Finally, are the course objectives met?

Why Assess?

Types of Assessments 



Advantage of Simulator 
based Assessments 

1) Increase safety through realistic training in a safe environment
 Reduce accidents on personnel

 Reduce operating costs due to less equipment damage

2) Planning and practice critical operations prior to mission

Realism in Operations and Vessel Behavior

 Physical interaction of objects enhances realism

 Hydrodynamic vessel models represent true vessel 
behavior

 High visual fidelities ensures a highly realistic operational 
scene



DPO Assessment @ Lerus Academy 

Thank You 


